
 

 

Complaint re: Harvesting Plan for Compartment 34, East Boyd State Forest. 

 
The FRAMES database (tlkpRegrowthCpes) for Eden provides the following 

information on areas of regrowth and proposed future logging in Cpt 34. 

 

 

intCPT_No    intCPE_No    dtmYrOrigin    %Regrowth    intStrata    
34 1 30/06/1976 1 9 
34 2 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 3 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 4 30/06/1979 1 4 
34 5 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 6 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 7 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 8 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 9 31/12/2007 1 4 
34 10 30/06/1979 1 9 
34 11 31/12/2007 1 9 
34 12 31/12/2007 1 9 
34 13 30/06/1979 1 9 

 

Coupe 1 is indicated as having been logged in 1976 and coupes 4,10 and 13 in 1979. 

Coupe 90 is not referred to. 

 

Not consistent with the aforementioned in the Eden database (tlkpUnloggedCpes) is 

the following table providing unlogged coupes in Cpt 34 that does refer to coupe 90. 

 

 

intCPT_No    intCPE_No    %MAF    
34 2 1 
34 3 1 
34 5 1 
34 6 1 
34 7 1 
34 8 1 
34 9 1 
34 11 1 
34 12 1 
34 90 1 

 
 

The Eden IFOA states:- 

 

(11) In this clause: 

“alternate coupe harvesting” refers to a silvicultural practice carried out in a 

              compartment of State forest having the following elements: 



(A) harvesting across the compartment as a whole takes place in two 

harvesting operations;  

 

The following table is based on the assumption that coupes not proposed for logging 

in 2012 were logged in 2001. 

 

 

Cpt 34 Cpe No 1976 1979 2001 2012 

1 5.3 0 0 0 

2 0 0 6.6 0 

3 0 0 11.1 0 

4 0 7.3 0 7.3 

5 0 0 8.7 0 

6 0 0 11 0 

7 0 0 14.6 0 

8 0 0 7.8 0 

9 0 0 0 13.7 

10 0 4.6 0 4.6 

11 0 0 6.2 0 

12 0 0 7.4 0 

13 0 13 0 4.6 

90 0 0 0 33.2 

Area logged 

(ha) 

5.3 24.9 73.4 63.4 

% NHA 3.7 17.2 50.6 43.7 

 

 

As indicated, integrated harvesting across the whole compartment has been approved 

to take place over four harvesting operations. The current approved harvesting plan 

provides for integrated logging over a total of 115% of the Net Harvest Area of Cpt 

34. 

 

The Eden IFOA states:- 

 

(11) (B) (c) each coupe in which logging is carried out adjoins at least one 

coupe that is not logged;  

 

If coupe 5 was logged in 2001 this requirement was not complied with. 

 

The Eden IFOA states:- 

 

(11) (C) once any harvesting operation is completed in any coupes in the 

compartment no logging (other than thinning) is carried out again in those 

coupes until a further harvesting operation has been completed in the 

remaining coupes in the compartment 

 

The approval to again subject coupes 4, 10 and part of coupe 13 to integrated logging, 

based on the claim (pg 10) that “ . . . The non-regrowth zone applies to the entire net 

harvest area” would seem to be inconsistent with this requirement. 



Flora 

 
The Threatened Species Licence (5.6. Tree Retention) states; 

 
a) The number of hollow-bearing trees and recruitment trees to be retained in 

the net harvest area must be determined according to the following habitat 

quality ranking. These habitat quality classes are depicted on the Geographic 

Information System digital “high habitat quality”, “modhab”, “low habitat 

quality” and “kb 42” shape themes in the sub-directory “Habitat Quality 

Classes” on the CD ROM labelled “Eden TSL Data” dated 17 December 

1999. 
 

b) The location of High, Moderate and Low Quality Habitat must be 

determined using a combination of the mapped KB floristic assemblages and 

on-ground identification during pre-logging surveys and harvest planning. An 

indicative map of the location of habitat quality classes in a compartment must 

be included in the harvesting plan. 

 
The Harvesting Plan indicates –  

 
“ . . . Other maps included with this plan are locality, forest type and habitat 

quality classes (SFO and indicative).” (pg.1) 

“The stands consist primarily of Silvertop Ash and Stringybarks with Monkey 

Gum on lower lying areas and gullies.” (pg.7) 

 

Forest type and habitat quality classes maps were not provided in the Harvesting Plan 

for Cpt 34. The former was later forwarded on request (Appendix 2) providing the 

following information areas of forest types.  

 

 
 

According to the Harvesting Plan the gross area of Cpt 34 is 230.8 ha although as 

indicated in the table above, Forest Types (FT) only account for 183.3 ha or 79.4% of 



the gross compartment area. The gross area of the map of Cpt 34 at Appendix 1 is 

233.5 hectares 

 

Said to occupy the greatest area (79.5 ha), Forest Types in NSW (Research Note 17 

NSW Forestry Commission, 1965) provides the following description of FT 123, 

referred to as Coastal Stringybark in the HP for Cpt 34. 

 
123. Southern Stringybark 

This is a similar type to the previous one, but it occurs in the Southern 

and Central Tablelands and Coast and is comprised of one or more of 

such Stringybarks as White, Wilkinson's, Thinleaved and Brown. Other 

species may be associated with these, including Peppermints, Apples, Red 

Bloodwood, Ironbarks, Silvertop Ash, Woollybutt and Grey Gum. It is 

particularly widespread in the South Coast districts (mainly towards the 

escarpment), where it occurs on ridges and the drier slopes. 
 

According to the Forest Type map areas occupied by coastal/southern stringy bark 

include both upper slope and ‘lower lying areas and gullies’ but Monkey Gum is not 

referred to in the description of FT 123. 

 

Occupying the second largest area (47.3ha) is said to be the Silvertop Ash- 

Stringybark type, FT 114, with the following description. 

 
114. Sihwtop Ash-Stringybark 

Composition: Silvertop Ash and one or more species of Stringybark 

(including Yellow, White, Brown. Blueleaved and Thinleaved) dominate 

the stand, occurring with such associates as Messmate, Brown Barrel, 

Mountain Grey Gum, Peppermints, Red Bloodwood, Apples, Grey Gum, 

Scribbly Gum and Snow Gum. 

Nature: Like the Silvertop Ash type, this is a widespread type in the 

Central and South Coast and Tablelands, usually occurring as dry sclero- 

phyll forest but occasionally forming a wet sclerophyll forest up to 130 ft 

in height in the South Coast and escarpment areas. 

Occurrence: The type occurs generally in the same localities as the 

Silvertop Ash type. 

 

The main difference between FT 123 and 114 appears to be the differing species of 

Stingybarks. RN 17 suggests that only two of those in FT 114, White and Brown 

Stringybark, are likely to be found in FT 123. Four of the Stringybarks in FT 114, 

white, yellow and blueleaved and brown are likely to be found in Cpt 34, although 

both FTs are said to contain Silvetop Ash. Terms such as ‘Peppermints’ and ‘Apples’ 

may refer to various species that may or may not occur in Cpt 34. Nine of tree 

‘species’ in FTs 123 and 114 are unlikely to found in Cpt 34.  

 

Claimed to occupy the third greatest area is FT 157 that has the following description 

in RN17. 

 
157. Yellow Stringybark-Gum 

Composition: This type has Yellow Stringybark and usually Mountain 

Grey Gum as the dominants, though Maiden's Gum and less commonly 

Manna Gum may replace Mountain Grey Gum or be associated with it. 

Other associated species can include Silvertop Ash, Messmate, Brown 

Barrel, Coast Grey Box, other Stringybarks, various Peppermints (including 

Gully and River), Bangalay, Blackbutt, Spotted Gum and Woollybutt. 
 



According to RN 17 there is no species with the common name ‘monkey gum’. This 

omission is perhaps because E. cypellocarpa was identified
1
 as a species after RN17 

was first produced. It is apparent that the reprinting of RN17 in 1979 did not benefit 

from an update or field checking and the common name ‘Mountain Grey Gum’ in 

RN17 referred to Long-leaved box - E.goniocalyx, a small to medium sized tree that is 

not recorded
2
 as occurring in the Eden Region    

 

Along with FT 157, RN 17 provides for the following two FTs where ‘Mountain Grey 

Gum’ is suggested as being co-dominant or may be dominant although these aren’t 

indicated as occurring in Cpt 34. 

 
159. Mountain/Manna Gum , 

Composition: Either Mountain or Manna Gum forms the dominant in 

this type, frequently with a Peppermint (especially Narrow leaved) as a 

common associate. Other associates may include Snow Gum, Brown Barrel, 

Messmate, Silvertop Stringybark, Swamp Gum, Mountain Grey Gum, 

other Stringybarks, Apple Box and others. 

 

158. Southern Blue Gum 

Composition: This type is dominated by one (rarely by two) of the 

Southern Blue Gum group - Mountain Grey Gum, Maiden's Gum and 

Shining Gum (but not Eurabbie, see type No. 164). Associated species 

include Messmate, Brown Barrel, Silvertop Ash, Peppermints, Snow Gum 

and Manna Gum. Sub-types can be recognised on the basis of the dominant 

species of Gum 
 

 

The high quality habitat in Cpt 34 is associated with Hinterland Wet Shrub Forest
3
 

that “ . . . is dominated by E. muelleriana with E. cypellocarpa over 30m tall.”  

 

If as suggested in the HP, E. cypellocarpa occurs exclusively on ‘lower lying areas 

and gullies’ and ‘dominates’ such areas, they could be classified as Hinterland Wet 

Fern Forest (ibid) that is also high quality habitat. 

 

The HP for Cpt 34 indicates,  

 

“ . . . The majority of the area to be harvested is primarily comprised of 

overmature, defective stands that have been subject to numerous wildfires. 

Small patches of poor quality 1952 regrowth will also be harvested in 

association with these overmature areas.” 

 

RN 17 provides the following description of the Silvertop Ash forest type, 
 

112. Silvertop Ash 

Composition: Silvertop Ash dominates these stands, constituting from 

50 per cent to commonly 100 per cent of the stems. Associated species are 

varied and include Messmate, Mountain Grey Gum, White Ash, Mountain 

                                                
1
 Pryor, L.D., and Johnson, L.A.S., (1971). ‘A classification of the Eucalypts’ Australian National 

University: Canberra. 
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 Keith, D.A., Miles, J., and Makenzie,B.D.E., (1999) Vascular flora of the South East Forests region, 

Eden. New South Wales. Cunninghamia Vol. 6(1). 
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Gum, Blackbutt, Yellow Stringybark, Peppermints,Woollybutt, Ironbarks, 

Red Bloodwood and Roughbarked and Smoothbarked Apples. 

Nature: Whilst typically forming a dry sclerophyll forest, usually under 

100 ft in height, this type in certain areas approaches wet sclerophyll forest 

in structure and 130 ft in height; in such cases it can provide a valuable 

commercial type. It characteristically occupies ridgetop positions. 

Occurrence: Found widely through the Southern and Central Tablelands 

and Coast districts, and reaching its best development on the far 

South Coast. Typical examples occur in the Eden district, in crown lands 

west of Moruya and on the Blue Mountains. 
 

There is not indication of where the ‘small patches of poor 1952 regrowth’ are located 

in the HPOM. This omission leaves open the question of whether they may be found 

in the typical dry sclerophyll forest type in Coupe 9 or the more valuable wet 

sclerophyll type in Coupe 90.  

 

RN 17 suggests that:- 

 

“ . . .  As far as possible it should be used as the basis for all future projects 

involving the recognition of forest types, but individual type descriptions will 

undoubtedly require amendment to suit local conditions and in some cases 

complete new types may need to be erected.” 

 

In describing, ‘SUB-TYPES, SUPER-TYPES AND OVERLAPPING TYPES’, RN 17 suggests, 

 

“ . . . sub-types can be erected to cover changes in site productivity within a 

floristically uniform type; the Silvertop Ash type (No. 112) provides an 

example where this may be necessary.” 

 

As the only wildfire recorded in the HP was in 1952, it seems likely that the ‘poor 

quality regrowth’, assumed to be 100% Silvertop Ash, reflects negative changes to 

site productivity.  

 

RN17  also suggests  

 

“ . . . The degree of predominance used to determine the indicator species is, 

quite frankly, arbitrarily based.  

And 

“ . . . It must finally be stressed that although a great deal of work has gone 

into the preparation of this type classification, it is nonetheless provisional and 

will require field checking for many years.” 

 

RN17 provides the following description of forest type 219 

 
219. Settlements, Roads, etc. 
This type is erected to cover other obviously artificial communities which cover extensive 

areas. 

 

The gross area of 1ha attributed to FT 219 is just over half the area (1.9ha) of that in 

the map of Cpt 34 at Appendix 1. As the HP indicates there are no borrow or gravel 

pits in Cpt 34, this area of FT 219 suggests very poor regeneration.  
 



According to the HP two existing roads are to be maintained with a total length of 

3,210 metres and 550 metres of new roads are to be constructed in Cpt 34. The length 

of roading in Cpt 34 in the map at Appendix 1 is 3,880 metres.  

 

Based on a road width of seven metres the area of current and proposed FT 219 that is 

roads in Cpt 34 comes to 3.1 hectares. The length of road on the eastern perimeter of 

Cpt 34 is 4,990 metres, just over 1.7 ha assuming half of these roads and the sediment 

from them are in Cpt 34.  

 

The level of disturbance associated with roads, snig tracks and log dumps also results 

in a reduction of and future poor quality regrowth. 

 

The lack of roading to coupes 3 and 6 suggests another round of integrated harvesting 

may be possible in 5 years time. 

 

Stream Crossings 

 

According to the Harvesting Plan there are 2 stream crossings although the HPOM 

indicates a third between log dumps F and G. 

 

Fauna 

 
Little ecological research has been conducted on the Southern Brown Bandicoot in 
New South Wales. That which has been undertaken was on a single population 
occurring within Yambulla State Forest, south-west of Eden. This population was first 
located in the late 1980’s by the (then) Forestry Commission of New South Wales, 
who were examining the impact of logging and burning practices on various fauna 
and flora. Claridge et al. (1991) studied the general ecology of animals within this 
population immediately after disturbance treatments were applied, comparing habitat 
�tilization patterns and diet with that of sympatric Long-nosed Bandicoots. At that 
site, the Southern Brown Bandicoot was found to occur more frequently on slopes 
and ridges, while the Long-nosed Bandicoot was found more commonly in gullies. 
Both species differed slightly in the range of dietary items consumed, particularly the 
types of hypogeous fungi eaten.

4
 

 

The revised TSL for Eden (6.5A) states- 
 

Note: The purpose of condition 6.5A © is to ensure that a Southern Brown Bandicoot 

Exclusion Zone is established for an area where the Bandicoot’s potential habitat is located. 

The existence of that potential habitat is indicated by the dominance by E. consideniana or E. 

ovata of the overstorey. Note that condition 6.5A © requires dominance by trees of these 

species to be determined by reference to the proportion of the basal area they occupy.) The 

relevant floristic assemblages or forest types where E. consideniana or E. ovata respectively 

may dominate the overstorey have been variously described in: 

• Keith and Bedward (1999)* which describes “Timbillica Dry Scrub Forest” (where E. 

consideniana may dominate) and “Swamp Forest” (where E. ovata may dominate); and 

• Research Note 17 which lists Forest Type 102, “Yerchuk”, as dominated by E. consideniana 

and Forest Type 143, “Swamp Gum etc”, as dominated by E. ovata. 

 

The area of ‘indicative’ Southern brown bandicoot habitat in Coupes 9 and 13 is 

indicated as being associated Forest Type 129, ‘Rough-barked Apples’.  This claim 

                                                
4
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would seem to be a joke because RN17 has no Forest Type 129. Roughbarked Apple 

is referred to in the following forest types. 

 
65. Forest Red Gum-Grey Gum/Grey Ironbark-Roughbarked Apple 

This type is common in the Richmond and parts of the Upper Clarence 

Valleys on the steep slopes leading up to the basalt-capped, rainforestcovered 

plateaux, e.g. on the approach toWiangarie S.F. Forest Red Gum, 

Roughbarked Apple, and Grey Gum, Grey Ironbark or both, dominate 

the stands which form a closed community up to 120 ft in height, usually 

with a grassy understorey. Other associates include Narrowleaved Ironbark, 

Yellow Box, Grey –Box, Stringybark, White Mahogany and Tallowwood. 

 

41. Blackbutt-BloodwoodjApple 

Composition: This is a characteristic type, frequently known as “Sandhill 

Blackbutt” type, in which the Blackbutt is associated with Bloodwood 

(usually Red, more rarely Pink) and Roughbarked Apple, either together 

or separately. Smoothbarked Apple may also commonly occur, sometimes 

replacing the Roughbarked Apple. White Banksia is another frequent 

associate, and in the far north Coast Cypress Pine may occur, linking this 

type to the Coast Cypress Pine type. 

Nature: The type can vary from a somewhat open woodland with an 

understorey of bladey grass to a closed dry sclerophyll forest with an 

open understorey of sclerophyllous shrubs. Height growth is often restricted, 

but may reach 120 ft. The type is most widespread on deep sand 

deposits, either littoral or alluvial, though it is not confined to such sites. 

Occurrence: Found in coastal areas northwards from the central South 

Coast, frequently though not invariably on coastal sand deposits near the 

seaboard. Examples include Bodalla S.F., Seal Rocks, between Pine Creek 

S.F. and the coast, and Myrtle S.F. 

 

Of course, it is possible that FT 129 represents a newly erected forest type based on 

field verification. Should that be the case the area of FT 215 ‘Coast White Cypress’ in 

coupe 90 is also a newly erected but undescribed forest type, perhaps similar to FT 

34, described below and associated with the aforementioned FT 41.   

 
34. Coast Cypress Pine 
This is a type of limited extent in far northern N.S.W., where it typically 

occurs on coastal sand deposits slightly inland from the littoral. It is 

particularly well developed as a closed community up to about 70 ft high 

in the vicinity of Brunswick Heads, while a more inland occurrence is 

found near Bungawalbin S.F. White Banksia is a common associate. The 

type occurs south to the Clarence River, and is of limited commercial 

importance. The type is placed in this league as a matter of convenience: 

ecologically it· appears related to the Blackbutt-Bloodwood/Apple 

(No. 41) and the Bangalay-Banksia (No. 108) types. 

 

The area of FT 215 also coincides with map unit 37 (Lowland Gully Shrub Forest) 

that is dominated by Roughbarked Apple (Angophora floribunda). 

 

If this area was also burnt during the 1952 fire there may be issues
5
 with the 

management of such areas, not referred to in the HP. 
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Conclusions 

 
 

The proposal to subject coupes 4,10 and part of 13 to integrated logging is not 

consistent with the IFOA Part 1 –5 (4) stating, 

 

This approval applies only to logging operations carried out in State forests 

and in which trees are selected for harvesting using alternate coupe harvesting. 

 

The Forestry Act, Part 1, 8A (2) states  

 

In the attainment of its objects and the exercise and performance of its powers, 

authorities, duties and functions under this Act, the commission shall take all 

practicable steps that it considers necessary or desirable to ensure the 

preservation and enhancement of the quality of the environment. 

 

The is some uncertainty as to whether the desire to replace floristic assemblages with 

forest types has been accompanied with the necessity to more accurately describe the 

environment being preserved and enhanced.    

 

According to the HP the Supervising Forestry Officer is and amongst other things, to 

determine forest types, habitat quality classes and tree retention, search for and record 

threatened species and habitat features, approve side cut snig tracks in Forest Type 

234 (rock), ascertain the need for operations in FMZ 2 and FMZ3, ascertain the need 

for road and snig track construction in stream exclusion areas, determine the need for 

‘in stream works’ within Class 2 Aquatic Habitat, approve the use of existing but 

assumedly unmapped roads for snigging and extraction, record the area logged and 

‘retain potential sawlog growers’. 

 

The areas of poor 1952 wildfire regrowth are not to be recorded, rather subject to 

integrated logging due to an unsubstantiated belief that doing so will improve the 

forest.  

 

While it is claimed that some species are ‘adequately protected’ by the general 

prescriptions such a claim would seem to depend on whether reduced site productivity 

is a factor in poor growth and whether these conditions are conducive to the long-term 

survival of endemic species.  

 

Criterion 4 (4.4.1) of the Australian Forestry Standard requires:- 

 

4.4.1 The forest manager shall identify existing productive uses of the defined 

forest area to support the maintenance of the land’s long-term productive 

capacity and ensure it is not compromised by wood production. 

 

However, Criterion 5 (4.5.3) of the Australian Forestry Standard states:-  

 

" . . . Forest managers managing native forests shall, where appropriate, use 

fire and other disturbance regimes that are applicable to the forest type or 



community to support the protection and maintenance of biological diversity 

values." 

 

It is clear that the current Environment Protection Licence (EPL) conditions are 

insufficient to demonstrate that the land’s long term productive capacity is being 

maintained and current EPL conditions have been devised to support the use of 

inappropriate disturbance regimes irrespective of whether future timber production is 

compromised. 

 

While the HP claims soils in Cpt 34 are not dispersible, credible measures of 

sustainability could demonstrate that increased water infiltration into soils across the 

general harvest area
6
 has increased both the potential for and as the poor regeneration 

suggests, the incremental, long term reduction of productive capacity. 

 

Similarly, credible measures of sustainability could confirm that a reduction of 

productive capacity is also occurring more generally across tenures, through out the 

Eden Regional Forest Agreement area and beyond. 

 

Robert Bertram 

 

22 March 2012 
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