
Comments on the draft Local Land Service Areas

The major question with the proposed LLS boundaries would seem to be whether they are 
workable. Local Government Areas are not entirely consistent with catchments or bio-regions and 
there is some uncertainty as to whether the proposed areas are adequate at broader and local scales 
to address social, economic and environmental concerns.

As indicated in the graphic ( Attachment 1) the previous Southern Rivers CMA area encompassed 
all of 6 and parts of another 6 LGAs. While the reduction to 6 LGAs may provide a capacity for 
greater focus, it is arguable that such a focus could also come from the 7 LGAs to the south of and 
including Palerang and Eurobodalla Shires.

These 7 LGAs are consistent with the boundaries of the Federal electorate of Eden-Monaro and 2 
NSW state electorates, Monaro and the South Coast. It is arguable that these LGAs may represent a 
more cohesive social and economic unit. 

At a finer scale, current LGA boundaries may not reduce the uncertainty with regard to exactly 
whom is responsible for land management decisions. 

As indicated in the graphic (Attachment 2) the Travelling Stock Reserve1, where recently the LHPA 
have apparently given Forests NSW permission to log, is understood to be 50 meres wide making a 
total area of around 10 hectares. However, Forests NSW sought approval from the LHPA to log 
over 18 hectares. The inference being that the LHPA may have given official approval to log in the 
South East National Park.

The Southern Rivers CMA draft Catchment Action Plan proposes, amongst other things, to take an 
'adaptive management' approach and if this proposal is to be taken seriously the questions of exactly 
where the boundaries are and whether the proposed boundaries should be set in concrete or, left 
open to ensure visions about adaptation are not constrained, need to be considered.
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1     http://www.forests.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/438541/HP_ED_2405_2407_2408_11_pub.pdf
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