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Dear Project Team,

Additional comments on the concept design for the Princes Highway upgrade at Dignams Creek.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional comments on the concept design. While noting 
the Dignams Creek Community Group has a preferred option on the realignment, the intention to 
maintain wildlife and fauna crossings between Gulaga and Kooraban National parks raises the issue 
of the NSW Government's general lack of compliance, since 1992, with the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS). In particular the agreement that “The Governments recognise the unique nature 
of Australia's biota and that the natural inter-relationship between native flora and fauna is essential 
for the health of the forest ecosystem.”

From that perspective and in the absence of results from any fauna surveys specifically undertaken 
for the realignment, it seems unlikely that any fauna using the crossings would include those that 
are essential for the health of forest ecosystems.

On the basis that the loss or lack of these species has contributed to previously referred to forest 
threats, an additional issue, that may be exacerbated by the disturbance caused by the realignment, 
is the threat posed to forests by Myrtle rust that, since 2010, has spread to every coastal Council in 
NSW. 

In 2012 the Eurobodalla and Bega Valley Shires were listed as being in the 'red zone' for Myrtle rust 
and while it may be co-incidence, recent studies1 in America found a statistically significant 
relationship between dying trees and human health, over a time frame that is similar to the spread of 
Myrtle rust in NSW.

While the uncertainties around tree mortality and human health are yet to be adequately explored, 
the issues around the RMS's ability/willingness to acknowledge and comply with the NFPS and 
therefore, be a position to adequately address local concerns, are closely associated.

The estimated savings for the RMS's reconsidered realignment greatly exceed what is required to 
begin to address fundamental environmental issues within the catchment. 

The issue, particularly given the RMS is now a major land owner in the Dignams Creek catchment, 
is whether the relationship between trees and human health will be adequately considered. If so, the 
outcome is likely to be a collaborative approach to improving catchment health, including soils, 
flora and fauna. If not, much poorer outcomes can be expected.

Yours Sincerely,

Robert Bertram
8 February 2013

1http://www.ajpmonline.org/webfiles/images/journals/amepre/AMEPRE_3662-stamped_Jan_8.pdf


