
Dear Minister Hodgkinson,

I refer to your recent interview, broadcast on ABC South-east regional radio, in particular your 
statement that timber supply contracts, signed by former Primary Industries Minister Ian 
MacDonald, will not be re-assessed, given assessments have been undertaken and your advise to 
pass on any information about possible corruption to the ICAC.

With reference to the Eden Regional Forest Agreement area the Auditor-General's performance 
audit report 'Sustaining Native Forests Operations Forests NSW', dated April 2009, employed data 
from Forests NSW dated 2008, that estimated the remaining standing volume (Exhibit 9) to be 
217,940 m3 of quota sawlogs and 527,780 tonnes of pulplogs within (Appendix 2) a gross area of 
157,122 hectares and a net harvest area of 124,071 hectares in the Eden region. 

The performance audit also indicates (Appendix 1) that average yields in the years 2003 to 2008 
were 24,487m3 of quota sawlogs and 297,553 tonnes of pulplogs. Based on current commitments, 
data in the Auditor General's report suggests sufficient sawlog supplies for 9.1 years and for 
pulplogs 1.9 years.  

Forests NSW's 'Yield Forecasts for the Eden Region' dated 20 March 2012,  indicates the remaining 
standing quota sawlog volume is 133,700 m3 within a gross area of 164,200 hectares and a net area 
of 95,945 hectares in 2008, that had reduced to 88,018 hectares in 2012.

Forests NSW indicates the remaining sawlog volume is located within a net area of 13,616 hectares 
however, the map at page 5 (Figure 3: Eden RFA Region Forest Structure) appears not to include 
areas logged since 2008. Not including these areas could reduce the remaining standing volume of 
quota sawlogs down to 41,700 m3 or 1.8 years of sawlog commitments.

In their submission to the 'Inquiry into management of public land in NSW' the NSW Forests 
Products Association suggests 
". .  For the continuation of the current forest industry in Eden it is essential that resource be brought 
into the region to sustain industry until the regrowth resource is of sufficient quantity, size and 
quality to establish a new industry based on the new resource.  Resources may be brought into Eden 
from the South Coast, the Southern Tablelands and Eastern Victoria"

Could the Minister please advise-

1. Why does the information provided to the Auditor General on the 2008 net harvest area in 
the Eden region, differ from information from the same year referred to in Forests NSW 
yield forecasts report?

2. Did Forests NSW provide the figure of 527,780 tonnes of pulplogs remaining in the Eden 
RFA region to the Auditor General?

3. To what degree if any have compartments, not indicated as logged in Forests NSW yield 
forecasts report, contributed to estimates of the remaining standing volume of quota 
sawlogs?

4. How many of the 'slivers' of multi-aged forests referred to in the NSW FPA's submission 
were previously in 'Preferred Management Priority' and or tagged 'zzzz' in Forests NSW 
planning unit GIS layer provided for the Eden Comprehensive Regional Assessment?

5. What information can the Minister provide to demonstrate that quota sawlogs can be 
sustainably supplied to the Eden region from other RFA regions?

Your Sincerely,
16 February 2013 


