
PO Box 161
Bermagui

NSW 2546

The Honourable Katrina Hodgkinson
Minister for Primary Industries and Small Business
Level 30 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place, 
SYDNEY
 NSW, 2000 

Dear Minister Hodgkinson,

Wood supply contracts and the ICAC

Thank you for asking Forestry Corporation Southern Region Manager Mr Tuan to respond directly 
to my email of 16 February 2013 concerning wood supply contracts and the ICAC.

Unfortunately Mr Tuan's responses were inconsistent with publicly available information.

For example, in 2009 the Auditor General recommended Forests NSW  'by December 2010, 
upgrade its forestry management system for native forests to capture all harvesting results and 
other events which impact on yield'.  Mr Tuan's advice that this was undertaken, is not supported by 
information in the document 'Yield Forecasts for the Eden Region' produced in 2012 or local Court 
records as several people were arrested during logging in compartments that, according to the 
aforementioned document, have not been logged. 

I understand in planning for this year's audit the NSW Auditor General's staff may consider whether 
the adoption of FRAMES, as agreed by the technical committee and specified in the Regional 
Forest Agreements, is a matter affecting the Corporation's financial position and its ability to meet 
its contractual obligations. 

However, I am writing on an associated matter in particular a community koala recovery project in 
the Eden Region funded by the Natural Heritage Trust in1999, with the Forestry Corporation's in 
principle support. The project included tree planting on cleared private land and consistent with the 
National Forest Policy Statement, the construction of a feral predator exclosure area in a small sub-
catchment of the Murrah River on private and public land. 

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to translate the Forestry Corporation's in principle support 
into permission to complete the exclosure area due to, as I understand it, concerns about access for 
logging and burning and their belief that an excess of nitrogen in the soil is responsible for Bell 
Miner Associated Die-back, first raised as a local concern in 1994 and die-back associated with dry 
weather and drought, first observed through out the South East Corner Bioregion in 1998.

I have recently began a small business with the support of the New Enterprise Incentive Scheme 
(NEIS) that includes the production of small timber articles from a broad range of local species 
sourced from ethical timber salvage, working with others in the community to develop a business
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aimed at maximising waste recycling through several methods including the production of bio-char 
using biomass from several sources including low impact physical fuel reduction to improve land 
productivity and bio-fuels to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and completing the exclosure area as 
part of attempts to address poor regeneration, extensive canopy die-back and tree mortality.

Naturally the NEIS requires undertakings to be legal and given attempting to deal with the Forestry 
Corporation is problematic I am writing to advise of my justification for wishing to expedite 
completion of the fenced exclosure.

1. Since the NSW Scientific Committee dismissed the nomination to list koalas from Dignams 
           Creek to Wapengo as an endangered population under the NSW Threatened Species Act, 
            as indicated in the attached letter from former Minister for Primary Industries Mr Ian  
            MacDonald, ongoing claims from Forestry NSW that koalas have not declined remain 
            unproven. Indeed, despite the time and expense training a dog to find the claimed koalas, 
            Forests NSW's former ecologist and Scientific Committee representative Dr Jim Shields has 
            not been successful.

2. Former Minister Macdonald is apparently confused about BMAD and vegetation die-back 
            across the broader landscape associated with dry weather and drought but refers to 
            increased soil 'acidity and aluminium availability' as  factors influencing both. This
            reference is consistent with what remains the most comprehensive physical and chemical 
            soil analysis from Mumbulla State Forest that the local community provided to the NSW 
            EPA in1994. Unfortunately there remains no reference to these issues in the IFOA, all trees 
            do not recover after rain and the ongoing use of the 'modified Jacobs growth stage 
            assessment' seemingly confirms the NPWS are also happy to ignore the issue. I understand 
            the BMAD working group are also yet to consider that these issues represent secondary 
            changes to soils due to reduced calcium inputs associated with reduced biodiversity.

3. Information from the BMAD working group on  the 'adaptive management trials'1 indicate  
            the 'endeavour to develop a greater understanding of BMAD' has not progressed to a solid 
            understanding of what eucalyptus forest types (wet or dry) are affected by BMAD in NSW.

4. Based on the logging and burning history of the area and given the most recent deaths of 
            eucalyptus trees subject to BMAD have been the large 'rainforest emergents', claims that 'a 
            lack of low intensity fire' has led to harmful changes in soils infers that historically wet and 
            rain forests were burned every five years, which is a clearly unrealistic scenario.

5.         The area is within a 'koala protection zone' announced by NSW Environment Minister  
            Robyn Parker and reported in local media2 in May 2012.

6.         The area is the location of the most recent sighting of a breeding koala (mother with joey 
            on back) that was reported and faecal pellets sent to the OE&H for genetic analysis in 
             August 2012.
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1 Rehabilitation of forests in decline- Mount Lindsey State Forests. Sinclair, P. (2009) Forests NSW, NSW Department of 
Primary Industries, PO Box 688, Casino NSW 2470

2 http://www.naroomanewsonline.com.au/story/191268/saving-the-far-south-coasts-koalas-impacts-on-logging/   
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7.         The 'forests in poor condition' that could be 'areas that have failed to regenerate properly'  
            referred to in a  media report of November 20123 about the proposed use of  monies from 
            the Biodiversity Fund, cannot be reconciled with the Objectives of the Forestry Act (2012) 
            in particular 'compliance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
            contained in section 6 (2) of the Protection of the Environment Administration Act 1991'.

    
8.         Data from surveys in the exclosure area demonstrate what traditionally were 'tall dry
            eucalyptus' forests are now predominantly 'Allocasuarina littoralis' forests that, consistent 
            with Amendment 6, Schedule 3, Clause 20 of the Eden IFOA  TSL are areas where damage  
            must be avoided.

My intention is to work with those in the community who see benefit in creating sustainable 
employment restoring biodiversity and the carbon carrying capacity of eucalyptus forests because I 
believe it is in the best interests of the local community and the people of NSW.

While looking forward to the NSW Government taking a similar approach I also believe there have 
been many lost opportunities to advance this approach over the past 20 years.

Yours Sincerely,

Robert Bertram

3 http://www.begadistrictnews.com.au/story/526081/biodiversity-projects-well-underway/   
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