
Mr. Robert Bertram
PO Box 161

Bermagui NSW 2546

Mr. Daniel Tuan,
Regional Manager, Southern
Forestry Corporation
PO Box 42
Batemans Bay NSW  2536

Dear Mr. Tuan,

I am writing in response to your letter of 29 August 2013. To begin with I would like to address the 
concerns you raised about the management of the exclosure project. The independent assessment 
you refer to was not provided to the project managers until years after the fact and only in response 
to concerted lobbying. Whilst I could spend pages enumerating the biases and outright fabrications 
the assessment contains, I feel it would be more succinct to state that in 2004 I had a meeting with 
the then Principal Auditor-Compliance for the DPI, Mr. Rey Caldwell. Mr. Caldwell relayed to me a 
number of claims made in the (at the time unseen) assessment, which I refuted.  At the conclusion 
of  our  meeting Mr.  Caldwell  was  satisfied  and stated that  he had no major  concerns  with  the 
project's  management,  record-keeping,  transparency or accountability.  I  am willing to provide a 
more thorough rebuttal if one is requested. I must also state that at no point in the project's history 
was expert advice ever rejected out of hand; research on similar projects was a constant process.

The purpose of the exclosure is to actively address die-back based on an understanding of soils data 
the local community provided to the NSW Government in 1994. In a letter dated 11 April 1995 
former Southern region manager Mr C.A. Nicholson expressed his thanks for the invitation and 
interest in participating in what he described as an 'exciting project'. In a letter dated 22 February 
1999 former Southern region manager Mr Craig Brown re-iterated then State Forests of NSW's 
support  for  positive  rather  than  passive  wildlife  management  and that  the  'proposal  should  fit 
equally well into a business plan as a grant proposal'.

You may be aware that since community concerns about die-back were first raised in 1994, the 
NSW Scientific Committee has  acknowledged extensive canopy die-back as a regional threat to 
koalas (2007) and listed BMAD as a Key Threatening Process (2008).  Additionally FCNSW maps 
(Jurskis and Walmsley, 2011) depicting areas described as being predisposed to die-back associated 
with  dry weather  and drought  in  the  Eden region  are  publicly  available  on  the  Bushfire  CRC 
website. I understand the current Biodiversity fund koala project has not considered die-back, which 
in light of the aforementioned developments, beggars belief.

I also understand FCNSW have not notified partners in the project of your request that the exclosure 
be removed and the requests  appear  to  be  at  odds  with  several  Biodiversity project  proposals, 
including  'alternative management regimes across tenures which are more suitable for the koala' 
and that 'the harvest exclusion zones are actively managed and maintained for the benefit of the 
koala  population'.  I  also note  the  statement  in  the  Biodiversity fund application  that  “To date, 
Forests NSW have avoided logging in areas important for koalas in this area although some areas 
adjacent  to  known  habitat  were  logged  in  2010.  Significant  protest  action  and  national  and 
international media resulted.”
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An occupation permit was obtained for the exclosure area, and it has always been recognised that it 
is  the  linkages,  partnerships  and  collaboration  with  those  who  put  the  National  Forest  Policy 
Statement  into  practise,  that  enable  initiating  the  species  re-introductions  required  to  begin 
implementing threat abatement processes and  I look forward to FCNSW joining this movement. 

My actions have been always been consistent with FCNSW's suggestions and always in good faith. 
My suggestion is that  FCNSW recognise the value and benefits that come from true collaboration 
and for the benefit of  the last koalas on the far south coast,  agree to the request to complete the 
exclosure.  Such action  would truly advance  the  goals  and  outcomes  your  collaborative  project 
hopes to achieve.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Bertram
3 October 2013


