
Complaint re logging in Compartments 3010 and 3011 in Bodalla State Forest

Soils

Soil landscape mapping indicates 6 separate landscapes within the compartments, namely Bodalla, 
Couria Creek, Murrah, Tanja, Quondolo and Wagonga. Analysis of  31 samples from these soil 
landscapes found the soil limitations dispersion and sodicity to be widespread  in 23 samples, with 
localised dispersion in three samples. The claim in this and harvesting plans generally that soils are 
not dispersible is not credible. 

Indeed the frequency at which FCNSW finds soils are not be dispersible, seems to reflect both a 
sampling methodology that is unlikely to locate dispersible soils, and a  NSW commitment to 
excluding soil limitations from any association with ecological processes.

Rain forest

In common with other Harvesting Plans, the mapped rainforest in Cpt 3011 is not included on the 
harvesting plan maps, and no justification is provided. The HP suggests rain-forest has been verified 
in the compartments, but provides no detail. The HP indicates Cpt 3011 was last logged in 2007, 
and it's assumed FCNSW didn't verify rain forest at that time either.

EECs

The 'High Resolution Mapping of a Threatened Ecological Community in South Eastern NSW 
Project', an outcome of the Land and Environment Court case - Environment Protection Authority v 
Forestry Commission of New South Wales [2013] NSWLEC 101- was supposed to be completed 
prior to the Harvesting Plan being approved.

Adaptive management was proposed such that “ . . . After each step of the project, all involved 
parties will assess the project tracking, including problems encountered, resourcing, budgetary 
constraints and so forth.”

The “Probable EEC – not field verified”indicated in the Harvest Plan operational map for Cpt 3011 
appears to over-lap where the rain forest should be. Other areas of this unverified EEC extend 
beyond the filter strips, raising the concern that these may have been logged, after River flat 
Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplain was listed as an EEC.

Several other areas of potential EECs have been mapped in the HP, however these are all in gullies, 
susceptible to BMAD. The longer term protection of these areas is seemingly based on the 
unsubstantiated notion that they will not be affected by the operations, because they are outside the 
harvest area. 

Net Harvest Area

As mapped rain forest has not been identified, the Net Harvest Area estimates are incorrect.  None 
of the log dumps in Cpt 3011 are within the NHA of the new (?) Resource Unit, and most of 'hard 
control' lines are not within the indicated harvest area. In some instances areas available for logging 
extend beyond a control line.   

Yield Estimates
The results of 18 basal area sweeps suggest the average BA in Cpt 3010 is 25m2, (range 10-40), and 
the otherwise heavily logged Cpt 3011 is 30m2 (range 20-36). Despite this difference estimated 



yields per hectare are identical.
FCNSW has previously suggested average remaining HQ volumes in the Narooma MA to be14.5 
m2 per hectare. According to the HP, yield estimates are sourced from a Plan of Operations, that 
provide for 9 m2 of HQ volume for the compartments. However, based on similar product removal, 
and that the rest of the NHA in Cpt 3011 was logged between 2007 and 2009, this most recent 
logging in Cpt 3011 would have produced 20m2 per hectare of HQ products. 

In nearby Cpt 3025 (approved 13-08-2013), where rain forest was also not adequately identified, 
BA sweeps found an average of 24m2 (range 14-34), although total estimated yield per hectare was 
more than double that in Cpts 3010 and 3011. 

Similarly, in Cpt 2043  (approved 25-1-2011) BA sweeps found an average of 23m2 (range 20-26), 
although the estimated total yield was only 23m3/ha, just over a third of the estimated total yield in 
Cpt 3025.

“It is envisaged that the next harvesting operation in this compartment would be on average 30 
years time.”

Based on FCNSW's former inaccurate estimates of NHA in the Southern Region (96,513 ha.), a 
thirty year return time for logging infers an annual logging area of 3,217 hectares. However, since 
November 2012, compartments with a gross area of 15, 075 ha have been approved for logging.

Another incremental influence on yields is extensive canopy dieback as indicated in FCNSW's 
research -

“ . . . . A small (0.5%) systematic sample of State Forests during drought in 2002 indicated that about 
28% of the forest area was stressed (FNSW unpublished data). Altogether it was estimated that 98, 000 
hectares of forest, including 39, 000 hectares of State Forest, were predisposed to decline. Gum – Box – 
Woolybutt types and Peppermint types were generally unhealthy and remained so after the break of 
drought. These types were classed as highly predisposed to decline along with any types containing the 
predisposed species listed for Eden Region. .  .  .Limited field observations suggest that resistant 
species/types including Sydney blue gum (E. saligna), blackbutt (E. pilularis) and spotted gum 
(Corymbia maculata) appear to be more predisposed to decline where they occur on the Wagonga Beds 
near Narooma and Batemans Bay, and possibly on the Moruya Granites near Bodalla, Moruya, 
Mogendoura, Buckenboura and Currowan. Unless categorized as above, eucalypt forest types on these 
substrates were classed as moderately predisposed to decline and further field observations are required 
to test the reliability of this classification.” 
Eucalypt ecosystems predisposed to chronic decline: estimated distribution in coastal New South 
Wales, Vic Jurskis and Todd Walmsley, Forests NSW Sydney 

Does this information influence the Plan of Operations yield estimates, and if not why?

Sustainable Yield
The harvesting Plan indicates  “. . . 2 PGP (PSA 120 and PSA 154) are located in compartment 3011 
but are outside the harvest area and will not be affected by the operation. Any other inventory plots 
located during the harvesting operation which are not shown on the HPOM or described above are 
to be treated the same as the surrounding area."
The Southern Region RFA states "106.7 In accordance with clause 47(g) implement the review and 
monitoring processes and develop the strategic and operational requirements of Sustainable Yield 
systems  and  processes  using  enhanced  Forest  Resource  and  Management  Evaluation  System 
(FRAMES) as described in Attachment 8 to enable the review of Sustainable Yield by 1 December 
2006"



Central to the FRAMES methodology is the placement of inventory plots on a regularised grid. The 
new PGP plots indicated in the Harvesting Plan are not on a regularised grid.
Among other things  clause 47(g) requires NSW to 'specify and describe the range of values and 
processes to be managed'  and,  'specify the wood supply commitments and their  relationship to 
Sustainable Yield'.
One of the PGPs (PSA 154) in the same catchment as, and adjacent to, the 'Probable EEC – not field 
verified', and mapped rain forest in Cpt 3011. This PGP is also either adjacent to, or within, an area 
subject to BMAD. 
It would not be necessary to provide details of these observations about BMAD to FCNSW, if the 
the FRAMES methods were being employed, if the values to be protected had been adequately 
described, and if the processes to be managed were considered.
If these obligations were being fulfilled, a relationship between environmental stewardship, wood 
supply agreements, and a sustainable yield, would be evident.

Koala
According  to  information  previously  provided  by  South  East  Forest  Rescue  to  the  Office  of 
Environment & Heritage (dated, 26 May 2011), there were no koala records in Cpt 3011. 

Irrespective of the source, the koala record in Cpt 3011 appears to another case demonstrating the 
ineffectiveness of the TSL default protection provisions, and another example of 'if you don’t look, 
you don’t find and if you don’t find, you don’t protect.'

Bodalla Park Rest Area
The Operational map indicates the rest area is 'excluded forest', although the HP details indicate it is 
not. FCNSW's press release suggests one tree is to be retained in the rest area.
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